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REGULAR MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING

March 5, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Commissioner 
Wisko
called the meeting of the Galveston County Firefighters Association to order at 7:30 PM at Jamaica Beach Fire Station.      Bob Doolittle   gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.


ROLL CALL 

	4
	Bacliff VFD
	
	Hitchcock VFD
	2
	Texas City VFD
	
	Ferrara

	
	Bayou Vista VFD
	17
	Jamaica Beach VFD
	3
	Tiki Island VFD
	
	Firefighters Apparatus

	
	Crystal Beach VFD
	1
	Kemah FD
	
	AB Products
	
	Galveston County OEM

	2
	Dickinson VFD
	2
	LaMarque VFD
	
	Bullard
	
	Gulf Coast FFA

	5
	Friendswood VFD
	
	League City VFD
	1
	COM
	1
	Metro Fire

	4
	Galveston FD
	2
	Pt. Bolivar VFD
	
	CISM
	
	UHCL

	
	Gilchrist VFD
	5
	Santa Fe VFD
	
	Dooley-Tackaberry
	
	VFIS

	1
	High Island VFD
	3
	San Leon VFD
	
	Draeger
	
	Vista Realty

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


SPECIAL GUEST:




Holly Hicks from MDA made a presentation to the Membership.

APPROVAL OF 2009  MINUTES:  Motion made by 
T. Anderson
and seconded by S. Lyons to approve the February minutes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Report read by Rusty Kattner. Motion was made by A. Cargile
to accept the Treasurer’s Report for February.  Motion seconded by
S. Lyons, motion carries. 

COMMUNICATIONS

President Wisko spoke to the Association, in regards to the disbandment of the Gilchrist Fire Department. 

Rusty Kattner spoke in regards to the Birthday of Mr. Kingsbury. He mentioned that on 3/6/2009, it is his birthday, and the secretaries of his office has invited all Firefighters from the County to stop by their office and have some cake, and with Mr. Kingsbury a happy birthday.

Chief Zacherl from LaMarque spoke to the Association in regards to the Gulf Coast / Tri-Rivers meeting at his Department on the 14th of this month. He and his Department have a filled day planned starting in the morning until the evening’s pumper races.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Training:    The training committee will be having a meeting shortly.

Accountability:  

EMS:  None at this time.

Website:  ------- If anyone has anything for the website, send it to our webmaster.  

Resource Book:  None at this time 

Dispatching:  None at this time

Constitution & By-Laws:  None at this time

Mapping Committee:  None to report

By-laws Committee:  None at this time

Audit Committee:  None at this time

Contract Committee: None at this time

Collection of Dues:  

Crystal Beach, Galveston, Bullard, MES, COM, Ferrara, Vista Realty and Wilson Fire Apparatus all are in need of sending in their dues.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS


NEW BUSINESS

Stan Kozloski asked if Departments from other areas could be members of our Association. It was the consensus that there was nothing wrong with it, and we would be happy to have them.

President Wisko spoke about what the contract says on buying equipment. The Gilchrist Fire Department bought a grass truck in 2008. Since this Department has now folded, this truck will come back to this Association. This truck was bought with County funds and funds thru the Forestry Service. The Forestry Service said the truck must remain in the County, by a Department in the County. 

President Wisko stated that the Membership will make the decision what happens with the truck, not the Board.

T. Anderson spoke, saying that he doesn’t believe that all of the Departments in the County know about this situation, and the truck involved. He doesn’t think that a decision should be made tonight on who it will go to. He feels that any Department that is interested, should request in writing with the reasons they feel that they need the truck.

O. Thompson from High Island spoke in concern, and said that he felt that the truck should stay on the Peninsula. Charlie Bouse from Bolivar also voiced that he feels that it should stay on the Peninsula. 

Galveston Chief Verella spoke, and said he thinks a committee should be formed, and that the committee should make the decision as to where the truck should go. Steve Spicer from Jamaica Beach also agreed, that a committee would be a good idea.

Rusty Kattner mentioned that the same process that is used for the grants should be used for this truck. He feels that anyone on the committee that is formed should be from Departments that is not interested in the truck. This truck will be at the Bacliff Fire Station for anyone to look at. 

T. Anderson made a motion to follow the grant process, seconded by Steve Spicer, motion passed. This motion would include a 5-member committee to review the applications. This application would include:              1. How many grass trucks do they presently own

 2. What is the age of them

3. Show the proof of why they would need this truck (number of calls, area of coverage etc…)

All Departments should know about the situation, and that the Secretary should draft a letter and send it to all 17 Departments in the county. They will have until the next months meeting to apply.

Mike mentioned that this truck is uninsured, and that it is not being used right now. Chief Westinghouse said that this truck has been setting out in the elements since the since the storm, and will need some work on it to put it in service. 

Anthony Cargile asked about the rest of their stuff. Mike said that no one really knew a lot about it. Orbin Thompson said that he had heard that some of it was given to the Hampshire Finnett Fire Department.

President Wisko stated that this is a extremely unfortunate event.

Rusty Kattner stated that Mike should come up with a committee before the next meeting after all the applications are turned in.

In other business, Rusty spoke about the contract, and that it was changed concerning the County Field Day. There were two things added: Training by a third party and all new members must go thru the 70 hr. class or an equal approved by the training commissioner. This must be done within 1 year. Training could come from A&M, COM and in house training. These rules do not apply to Texas City and Galveston.

Commissioner Kozloski spoke with S. Keller from COM about a new program that they would like to offer in lieu of the Field Day. This would include RIT, SCBA, SEAR and Ropes. This would count as third party training too. Mike said that a new training committee will be put together with atleast 1 member from each District

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Anthony Cargile spoke about the parade, and gave a short report on it.

T. Anderson mentioned that BP has an ambulance that they want to give away if anyone is interested. Tommy also mentioned that he spoke with folks from McAllen, and that it is not a good ides for anyone to go over into Mexico this year.

Rusty spoke about the rooms for the convention, and that he has rooms available.

Jeff smith mentioned that he has stepped down from Chief in Friendswood, and introduced Mark Faber as the new Chief.

Next meeting place will be held at Tiki Island VFD. 
Door Prizes

Meeting Adjourned  @ 8:40
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GALVESTON COUNTY FIREFIGHTER’S ASSOCIATION

MONTHLY MEETING NOTICE

There will be a meeting of the Galveston County Firefighter’s Association.  Please place this notice on your bulletin board and inform all members of this meeting date.  Please make every effort to attend this very important meeting.
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