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Galveston County Fire Fighters 

Association

REGULAR MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING

September 1, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Commissioner Wisko called the meeting of the Galveston County Fire Fighters Association to order at 7:33 PM at the Kemah Community Center. The Kemah Fire Department hosted the meeting.

            Bob Doolittle gave the invocation.

ROLL CALL

	Bacliff FD
	1
	High Island FD
	1
	Port Bolivar FD
	

	Bayou Vista FD
	2
	Hitchcock FD
	6
	Santa Fe FD
	5

	Crystal Beach FD
	2
	Jamaica Beach FD
	1
	San Leon FD
	

	Dickinson FD
	
	Kemah FD
	11
	Texas City FD
	1

	Friendswood FD
	3
	LaMarque FD
	2
	Tiki Island
	3

	Galveston FD
	2
	League City FD
	1
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	AB Products
	
	Fire Admin. Services
	2
	MES
	

	Apparatus Services
	
	Fire Fighters Apparatus
	
	Metro
	

	Bullard
	
	Foam Pro
	
	Penreco Fire Dept.
	

	BP Fire dept.
	
	Forrest Bend FD
	1
	Orr Safety
	

	CISM
	
	Galveston County OEM
	
	Public Serv. Leadership Prog.
	

	COM
	2
	Gulf Coast FF Assoc.
	1
	Re Max Realty
	

	Dooley Tackaberry
	
	Jack Roady
	
	Regnier & Assoc.
	

	Draeger
	
	M & M Fire 
	
	Southeast FD
	

	Ferrara
	
	Marathon FD
	
	UHCL
	

	
	
	Siddons-Martin Emerg. Group
	1
	United States Service Group
	1

	
	
	
	
	VFIS
	

	
	
	
	
	Vista Realty
	

	
	
	
	
	Wilson Fire
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SPECIAL GUESTS

Brad Goudi, new Fire Chief of League City Fire Department

Patrick Shipp, Fire Chief of Webster Fire Department

John Kilpatrick, Casco Industries
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

 Motion made by J. Westinghause and seconded by B. Scott to approve the minutes for the month of August.   Motion carries.
TREASURERS REPORT

Treasurer’s report was read by R. Kattner. 

Motion made by A. Cargile and seconded by E. “Bear” Handwork to approve the treasurer’s report for the month of August.          Motion carries.

COMMUNICATIONS

E-Info newsletter from SFFMA 

Gulf Coast / Tri-Rivers Meeting on September 10th in Needville

Tiki Island fundraiser, Nov. 12th, 11am – 3pm. Need judges for cookoff.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Training- Stan reported that there were a total of 102 students and over 2000 hours of training put into the Summer Smoke Program this summer. The program has ended for the summer, but will continue again next year.

Stan also reported that there are some that is interested in an Officers development program, and that he is working on getting one put together. The program will be rather extensive and time consuming, but well worth it.

Accountability      
EMS      
Website- If you have anything for the website, email it over to the Webmaster.
Resource Book      
Dispatching      
Constitution and By-laws      
Mapping      
Audit      
Contract      
COLLECTION OF DUES

Penrico is the only outstanding dues owed at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Mike spoke to the Association about the budget. “We were granted $360,000.00, that is a $45,000.00 cut from last year.” Wisko said. He and James attended a budget workshop with the County Judge and Commissioners. He reported that the Judge wants some kind of information and proof as to where the money is being spent. The Judge wanted us to have him a report in 2 days. President Wisko informed him, that, that just wasn’t enough time, and that we have a file cabinet that he is free to go thru. The Judge then granted us 30 days. Our contract says that our books may be looked at, at any time, and we are completely in agreement with that. So, we will do an internal audit of our books, and 5 members of this Association will do this. There will not be any members of the board on this committee. President Wisko asked for volunteers, and asked that David Loop from Crystal Beach chair the committee. Loop accepted. Billy Scott and Ed Handwork were asked to be on the committee by President Wisko, with Furman and Baden volunteering to join. The audit committee members are as follows:

· David Loop - Committee Chair   -   Crystal Beach

· Billy Scott – Member   -   Hitchcock

· Ed Handwork – Member   -   Friendswood

· Ron Furman – Member   -   Tiki Island

· Kyle Baden – Member   -   Jamaica Beach

This committee will be charged with auditing our financial records, with the surveys, check register and the grant money invoices. The committee will have 30 days to get this task done. The Board members will be made available a couple of nights to answer any questions that the Committee may have. The County Building will be made available for them to use as a meeting place. Once this report is completed, it will have to go thru John Simpsen before the next meeting. John said that he would be willing help out in any way possible.

Mike reported on the meeting that He and James attended, and reported that the County Judge doesn’t like County money going to agencies that are funded by cities. President Wisko asked the Association if there was anyone here that does not like the way that the Board is handling the finances of this Organization. There was only one hand raised, this being from Crystal Beach. Mike also went on to say that there is someone in the Organization that is passing along information to the County Judge about the Association. “Everyone has benefited from this Association in one way or another” Wisko commented. “We have even helped out Departments that have fell on hard times during the month”.

“We have the backing of the Commissioners Court”, commented Wisko. “We just need to get this report completed, and show them what we have, then get on with it.” “After this report is done, it will be easier to do year after year from now on.”

Commissioner Westinghause gave a thank you to Mike for the work he had done with all of this, and asked for a round of applause from the membership. Commissioner Key also added in a special thanks to Mike for his time that was spent, working with the Judge and Commissioners of the County. Key also commented that, every decision made, has been made by the members of this Association, and that we have nothing to be ashamed of. “We have been good shepherds of our money” Key commented.

Wisko commented that we do not want to cut out the contract monies, and that we will find the money to keep that going.

Treasurer Kattner said, “We as a board only do what the Association tells us to do.” If this is something that needs to change, the Chiefs Retreat at the beginning of the year is a good time to approach the Board.”

President Wisko commented that $360,000.00 is a significant amount of money, taxpayer’s money, and we must protect it.

NEW BUSINESS

Saturday, September the 10th, there will be a dedication of trees in Austin, for those who lost their lives in the line of duty.

On September 11th, 2011 at 9:00 am in Galveston, there will be a ceremony paying tribute to those lost on 9/11, in the attacks on our Country. The Honor Guard of the Galveston Fire Department, and the VFW hall will put on this ceremony. All Department honor guards are urged to attend, along with its members. For more information, contact Mike Wisko.

On October 11th, there will be a fire truck parade in NASA. Lineup at 9:30, parade starts at 10:00.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

On September 15th, there will be a 100-year anniversary parade in Texas City. All Departments are urged to bring a truck and attend. Contact Texas City for the details.

Thanks to Kemah fire Department for hosting the meeting tonight!

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM
NEXT MEETING PLACE    at Jamaica Beach FD on October 6, 2011
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       GALVESTON COUNTY FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION

MONTHLY METING NOTICE
There will be a monthly meeting of the Galveston County Fire Fighters Association. Please place this memo on your bulletin board and inform all members of this meeting location, date and time. Please make every effort to attend these meetings.

